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Connecticut Fire Insurance Company. From a judgment for 
plaintiff, defendant brings error. Reversed. 

M orison, M orison & Robertson, of Big Stone Gap, for plain- 
tiff in error. 

B. M. Fulton, of Wise, and Chapman, Peery & Buchanan, of 
Tazewell, for defendant in error. 



FARMERS' BANK OF SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA *>. McGAV- 

OCK, et al. 

Sept. 11, 1916. 
[89 S. E. 949.] 

Clerks of Courts (§ 6*) — Attestation of Process — Deputy Clerks. — 

Const, art. 6, § 26, declares that writs shall run in the name of the 
commonwealth of Virginia and be attested by the clerks of the sev- 
eral courts. Such provision has been in the Constitution, beginning 
with that of 1776 down to the Constitution of 1902. Code 1887, § 817, 
in force when writ was issued, provided that the clerk, with the con- 
sent of his court or the judge thereof, may appoint one or more dep- 
uties, who- might discharge any of their official duties of their prin- 
cipal during his continuance in office, and such provision has been 
continued in following Codes. A deputy clerk signed a writ directed 
to the sheriff in his own name, instead of in the name of the clerk 
of the court. Held, that as the Constitution is a mere limitation on 
the powers of the Legislature, and as the right of deputy clerk to 
attest writs has been sanctioned for generations, such writ must be 
treated as valid, and an office judgment based thereon will be upheld 
particularly where not questioned for many years. 

[Ed. Note. — For other cases, see Clerks of Courts, Cent. Dig. §§ 
12-20; Dec. Dig. § 6.* 2 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 837.] 

Error to Circuit Court, Wythe County. 

Action by the Farmers' Bank of Southwest Virginia against J. 
C. McGavock and another. An office judgment, having been en- 
tered, was, on order of court, abated, and plaintiff brings error. 
Reversed. 

B. Lee Trinkle, W. B. Kegley, and Thomas & Thomas, all of 
Wytheville, for plaintiff in error. 

W . S. Poage and 5". B. Campbell, both of Wytheville, for de- 
fendants in error. 

*For other cases see same topic and KEY-NUMBER in all Key- 
Numbered Digest and Indexes. 



